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City Mission Work, 
BT BLDEB JTBBROLD, OF PHILADELPHIA. 

I climb a rickety stairway, 

A handful of tracts in hand ; 
A Bible and a hymn book, 

Before a door I stand, 

I rap, and in feeble accents 

A woman says "Come in ;" 
She lies on a bed of anguish, 

Haggard and pale and thin. 

An infant lies beside her. 

She looks upon the child, 
And think* of its absent father ' 

And how she was beguiled. 

I read to her from the Bible, 

I take her by the hand. 
And tell her of Christ the Saviour, 

And a home in the better land. 

Her hour is drawing nearer; 

She knows that she must go; 
The look of death is upon her. 

Her pulse beats weak and slow. 

She savs as she looks upon me 

With a look I shall ne'er forget, 
"When my spirit lias departed, 

What will become of my pet T 
Her pet is the babe beside her. 

It's father is far away ; 
And now that she is going, 

What will become of it, pray ? 
Tes, what will become of the baby, 

The child of sin and shame ; 
Who will adopt the baby? 

Who will give it a name? 
I try to comfort the mother, 

But comfort refuses to come 
Until the question is settled, 

"Who will give baby a home?" 
"O preacher," the mother murmured, 

"The child is not to blame ; 
The Father in Heaven won't blame it 

Because of it's mother's shame." 
I promised the child should be cared for, 

Then comfort seemed to come, 
And she felt that she was ready 

To go to her heavenly home, 
"Keady to go," said the mother, 

"Weary and tired of life." 
Poor broken-hearted mother! ( 

A mother, but not a wife. 

Why had she chosen a garret 
To shelter herself and her child? 

Was there no other woman 

That would upon her have smiled? 

No other woman to welcome 

The mother and her child. 
To shield them from pain and sorrow, 

When the tempest beat so wild. 
That night as I led the meeting, 

A sister did sing and pray, 
That turned from her door one night 

That fallen girl away. 
Yes, drove her out in the cold world, 

Without money or friends or home ; 
Little caring what might befall her, 

Little caring where she might roam. 

And yet that stately Bister 

Spoke her piece in meeting and sang 
And prayed and said "hallelujah !" 

Until the whole church rang. 
She was acting the hypocrite's part, 

And she certainly acted it well ; 
Unconscious that she stood, 

Just then on the brink of hell. 


thingB continues muuh longer it will result in gen- 
eral disintegration and ruin. Brethren of the State 
of Ohio, we cannot afford this. The opportunity 
to build up a grand and glorious brotherhood is 
ours. We must not lose it. But we must better 
understand our chosen system of church govern- 
ment and work in harmony with its principles, if 
we hope to succeed. And in order to bring'the 
case more clearly to our understanding it may be 
beat to point out some of the mistakes of the past. 
Wfl yil) talrp AahUnd College as a sample, an d 
the Dayton Convnntinn as a starting point. 
^Tlere we met as a_body_ of uninstn intflri dele- 
gates, and attemptedto f asten upo n _ths churches 
a c d5bT,"t6Textent of which we onrselyea . d id- n ot 


attention ! Extraordinary 1 

In compliance with the requirements of a reso- 
lution adopted by the late S. S. Convention at 
Fairview, Ohio, it is my pleasant duty to issue this 
address to the members and churches of Ohio. 
And in so doing I earnestly invite the attention of 
all the ministers in particular and the members in 
general, to this important matter. JH haabeen ap- 
parent t o jnauy of us for Bomej time that a congr e- 
pajumal ^c hurch gov er nment nee ds, organization, 
and, sys tem as well a§_ajiy_other form of govern- 
ment , and it has also b eep paintujlx>J!l>ye"tJo 
me at least, that u we_are no^jsroperiyjjiganked, 
~ tha7~we are doTn jrl^udiiejfl^gntiisiy too mucb.aj 
random. Resolutions are passed at our conven- 
tJonsT^nd pledges made whioh the congregationa 
never authorised, and, as a result, the resolutions 
are ignored and the pledges are not kept. Dissat- 
isfaotion baa grown oat of it, and if this state of 


know, w"heh, in fact; the churches had given us no 
sudrautEority. The 8*me lE vng was th en an d 
thenTdone in refere nce to a^uTfl'udun g^ Hous e, 
NowTEat which was wrong in the se aotions w as 
not the desifg to bavB ttrero Things consummated, 
b dt t he m tSTatoTwaa 15 agreeing to do the m with- 
out being authorized' by thechor oSefr — a clear vio - 
latigBT-of' tbe~titftdamg nta1 priucipl e_oi_cong^^- 
tionar~goverhment. The pr oper thing to taavg 
done~lrouTdTiave~be ejlla earrJLihe Qucgtioa hack 
t o the churches and al low them to express their 
willingness to assume t he indebtedness and then 
B «nii thn same bad k_to the next convention jor 
united action, _ If a mTjoh^picpngregarignsJiad 
in structed their delega tes to a ccept thes e £esponsi- 
BiTitiesi then every churcF and every member 
wou ldT have~T>ec n made~~mbfaTly responsible for 
every dollar of ttie debt, anriV^ vejibirethe asser- 
tiQJT the" College would IJHtve~bee jii_o^Msdl_from 
debt long ago. 

Again, we met in convention at Ashland, where 
some of us at least had hoped to propose a remedy 
for these evils and get to a better understanding as 
to our form of government, but we tailed. We 
could not keep out this baneful mania for building 
air castles, and in an unauthorized way running 
the Brotherhood into more debt for things very de- 
sirable but absolutely unauthorized and beyond 
our reach. The result is, the churches fail to re- 
spond. And now some of our brethren complain 
and eyen throw out intimations that they are about 
ready to sever their connection with the Brethren 
church if such and such things are not done. This 
is all wrong. Let us hear no more of it, but let us 
try the plan inaugurated by the action of the late 
convention, to which I, as chairman, am required 
to call your attention 

This plan calls on all the churches in the Slate 
t o 'eertdde legatea to the next convention, which is 
ass igned to t heBr ethren church at Pleasant Hi JUn, 
Miami Prfiunt y, and is to be a general state conven - 
tion for S^S^_wor^Mi8siqn work an d general 
cJyurcJTwgrj: and all questions relating to e ither of 
theie~bran ehes of C hristian work are t o receive re- 
spect fuTattcntion. But >** it- "p rftmamhered that 
n othing of impor tance, and especially nothing i n- 
volving financial resjffnsjbWtyj^caji be made finaL 
wjt hout beurgTatifieji jirjuthorized by a majority 
of the congieg ations_i n ^he Btate. TjHU^tijuj^may 
require more time,_but I hold that it wjll be. better 
toi takej- ime Ta ndjioJjiingB, right, .than to plunge 
hej dlong and fail, as we have done in the .p ast. 

Another desirable end contemplated in the action 
of the late convention is better representation. 
Simply a Sabbath School and Home Mission Con- 
vention tail to bring our brethren out unless they 
live near the place of meeting or are blessed with 
more Christian zsal than is common among ordi- 
nary mortals. But when we remember that gen- 
eral church work is a part, and 1 think a very im- 
portant part, of the businesa of the convention, we 
feel confident that the churches will, as a rule, send 
delegates, and by that means we may keep up and 
increase the bonds of union and Christian love, so 
very essential to success, and which can only be 
cultivated by having these social interviews. And 
here let me say, and I wish I could say it in tones 
of thunder, that the object of these conventions is 
not to interfere in any individual rights, nor to try 
to outdo one another in criticizing each other's 
views, but to unify and strengthen one another so 
as to feel a desire to meet again. Hence the ne- 
cessity of annual state conventions. 

Take, if you please, the G. R. Annual Meeting. 
Look at their enthusiasm. They will go a thou- 


sand miles, lie on the soft side of a board to steep, 
or raugb It moat any way to swell the crowd. Why l 
is this? . Not on account of the importance of the 
work that they do for the -salvation of souls. I 
verily believe their work has often been in the op- 
posite direction. But the fact that so many are 
always on band gives them prestige. The railroad 
companies seek their patronage as they do that of 
political conventions or any other enthusiastic 
body. And it is my settled conviction that unless 
we can get a little more of this enthusiasm infused 
into our people, the work will not prosper as it 
should, but will be more likely to decline. We 
think that now we have in Ohio at least taken the 
necessary steps tor the social power to have its ef- » 
feet upon us whioh always goes with large collec- 
tions of people. I incline to the opinion and have 
for some time, that the fault with the German Bap 
tist church was in the abuse of their system more 
than in the system itself. I hope we shall never 
be guilty of that fault, and if we fpllow up the true 
principles of Congregationalism there can be no 
danger. Episcopal power cannot gain a foothold 
among a free people who understand properly their 
means of defense. The fact ib, that power is on a 
tottering throne everywhere. Even the M. E 
church, in her late conference, had to fall back on 
the congregational system in order to settle the 
most important question of the session; and the 
elder power in the G. B. church has lost more than / ' 
fifty per cent of its prestige within the past five 
years. But one thing more I wish to call attenti on 
to, and that ja thejact tha Tccngreg ati pnalism does 
not mean that each church i s to be so entirely i n- 
de pendent of all the others as to nay no attention 
kn jjie workings oLthe ge neral body, s o indifferent 
«a _to only take care of her own little flock and tai l 
to he rpprq flf nte d in the conventio n_ of churches. 
ThiB is a po int thatjieedfl especial car e,, for it-wili. 
i if not guarde^rsoon res 


different practices In 
t he differe "*; jjtoBB ftnH * fi " al Hin m"mhfr"' a "t 
of the general body. Let us ever 'i?inf mh " r that 
in doctrine~we arej reneral, and in the incidental a f- 
fa irs of t he_Jgcar phurch we are congregational . 
Hence, every chur ch, shnnld ffipj a" fapfcBBBJi in *V 
h armonious work "f thf* f uneral brotherhood as 
•fH 1 "f in th** 'or* 1 hrtMMl "Hier_i mmediate au r- 
rqgndTnge. 

And in conclusion, allow me to urge you to give 
this mattei your prayerful attention, and let each 
congregation in the Btate of Ohio send delegates to 
the next convention, and by so doing, help to 
strengthen the bonds of love, peace and harmony 
in the general brotherhood. Other states are tak- 
ing similar steps, and we fondly hope that by the 
time our general convention meets again we shall 
be better acquainted with our system ot govern- 
ment and be prepared for more effective work. 
Muoh has been done in the short time of our exist- 
ence as a church. Much more remains to be done, 
and I believe we have the brave hearts and willing 
hands to do it. 

Yours in the bonds of gospel union. 

P.J. Bkowk. 


Keeping the Sabbath. 
We know scores of Christians who, with wives 
and children, have been led to a Sunday railway 
trip to a camp meeting or rural church gathering, 
and who have desisted in horror from a second of- 
fence of the kind. They testify that the first ap- 
proach to the depot made them forget that It was 
God's day. The crowd, the secular conversation, 
the merry hilarity, the scream and rush of the 
train, the heat and dust, the picnic Sunday dinner, 
the tired, cross children, and the weary ride home, 
were elements that banished all consciousness of a 
worshipful, restful, dutiful Sabbath. During all 
the coming week there was no consciousness of a 
preceding holy day that flavors the workful term 
of the industrious Christian. Worse than all, the 
children, after recovering from the fatiguing mem- 
ory of that last 8unday, pleaded for another Sun- 
day ride, as being more pleasurable and fuller of 
fun than humdrum home worship. There can be 
little doubt that some Christian homes; uncon- 
sciously, thus educate a generation of native-born 
Sabbath breakers. In this sense, "Ten thousand 
foes arise to draw us from the skies." 


